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by a line running nearly north-east and south-west, and about three-
fifths of Rajputana lie north-west of this line, leaving two-fifths on the

south-east.   The heights of Mount Abu are close to
Physical        ^ south-western extremity of the range, while its

north-eastern end may be said to terminate near
Khetri in the Shekhawati country, though detached hills are traceable
almost as far as Delhi.

There are thus two main divisions : namely, that north-west, and
that south-east, of the Aravallis. The former stretches from Sind on
the west, northward along the southern Punjab frontier to near Delhi
on the north-east. As a whole, this tract is sandy, ill-watered, and
unproductive, but improves gradually from a mere desert in the far
west and north-west to comparatively fertile and habitable lands to-
wards the north-east. The 'great desert/ forming the whole of the
Rajputana-Sind frontier, extends from the edge of the Rann of Cutch
beyond the Luni river northward; and between it and what has been
called the ' little desert' on the east is a zone of less absolutely sterile
country, consisting of rocky land cut up by limestone ridges, which to
some degree protect it from the desert sands. The ' little desert' runs
up from the Luni river between Jaisalmer and Jodhpur into the
northern wastes. The character of this region is the same everywhere.
It is covered by sand-hills, shaped generally in long straight ridges,
which seldom meet, but run in parallel lines, separated by short and
fairly regular intervals, resembling the ripple-marks on a sea-shore upon
a magnified scale. Some of these ridges may be two miles long,
varying from 50 to 100 feet, or even more, in height; their sides are
scored by water, and at a distance they look like substantial low hills.
Their summits are blown into wave-like curves by the action of the
periodical westerly winds ; they are sparsely clothed with stunted
shrubs and tufts of coarse grass in the dry season, while the light rains
cover them with vegetation. The villages within the desert, though
always known by local names, cannot be reckoned as fixed habitations,
for their permanence depends entirely on the supply of water in the
wells, which is constantly failing or turning brackish ; and as soon as
the water gives out, the village must shift. A little water is collected
in small tanks or pools, which become dry before the stress of the heat
begins, and in places there are long marshes impregnated with salt,
This is the character, with more or less variation, of the whole north
and north-west of Rajputana. The cultivation is everywhere poor and
precarious, though certain parts have a better soil than others, and
some tracts are comparatively productive. Along the base of the
Aravalli range from Abu north-east towards Ajmer, the submontane
region lying immediately under the abrupt northern slopes and absorb-
ing their drainage is well cultivated, where it is not covered by jungle,